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Overview

The following demo application uses the Microsoft Northwind database and controls from the RadControls suite to develop a rich interactive application with very little amount of code. The application uses AJAX and WebServices to load data on demand, and demonstrates the seamless integration of RadControls into the MS AJAX framework, as well as the built in web-service support of several RadControls.

The application consists of a master page, and two ASPX pages – Default.aspx and EuropeanCountries.aspx. Both pages provide somewhat similar functionality and display similar data, but with somewhat different approaches. The client code needed for fine-tuning the application totals less than 50 lines, and practically all the server-side code is related to accessing the database and processing the returned datasets.

What the application is about

The main application page features a tree view with countries on the left, and a grid on the right. 
· Clicking on a tree node causes the customers for a particular country to be displayed using a web service to load the data.

· Additional information [e.g. the customer profile] is displayed in a tooltip which uses a web service to fetch data on demand. 
· The grid on the right side features the orders a customer made so far, and its content is loaded with AJAX (a partial page update occurs) when a customer is selected from the tree view.
· Clicking on a grid row causes additional information about an order to be displayed (e.g. the type and number of products in that order) in a tooltip that loads its data using a web service.

RadControls featured in the application

The controls used in the application are: 

RadSplitter (for page layout), RadTreeView (for country/customers hierarchy), RadGrid (for grid data), RadToolTip (for various tasks where rich-content loaded on demand is needed), RadWindow (a fully customizable windowed control used as a dialog container), RadComboBox (as a rich dropdown), RadDatePicker (for choosing dates), RadFormDecorator (to style page buttons, checkboxes and radiobuttons if any), RadMenu (for horizontal navigation)
Extras

1. Additional codeless features demonstrated in the application are grid sorting, grid alternating rows and row hover effects. 

2. When using a Web Service to load content [e.g. in a tooltip], it is not possible to load a typed user control. At first glance it seems one must manually construct the whole HTML response by using code. However, the application features a much better, yet very simple approach – using reflection to bind a data object to a control, without the need for casting the control to its actual type. This allows for using regular .ASCX-es with markup that is easy to change by designers.

3. There is client code in the RadWindow that loads order lists that causes the window to shrink or expand, depending on the number of orders when the order grid loads. This code will later enter into the RadWindow product itself and will be exposed from a Boolean property.
Demo screenshots

1. The application main page, featuring a tree with customers organized in hierarchy by country. Customer orders are on the right. Hovering a customer causes his/her profile to be fetched from the database using a web service.
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2. Demonstration how the web-service call for loading customers is executed
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3. Hovering a customer causes his profile to be displayed in a tooltip
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4. Clicking a row for an order causes the products ordered to be displayed in a tooltip using a web service.
[image: image5.png]Argentina

B austria
Georg Pipps.
Roland Mendel
Belgum
& o
‘Anabela Dormingues
Andre Fonseca
Aia Cruz
Bernardo Batista
Janete Limeira
Licia Carvabho
Maio Pontes

Pala Parente

ShipCourtry
Austria

Austria
Belgum
Austria

Austria

ShipCity _ OrderDate
Sezhirg 1131998 120000 Al
Sezhirg 12241995 120000 Al
Sezhirg 12711887 120000 A

Salzbug 3128197 120000 M

Sy SRS 120000 A >

RequiredDate
1211111895 120000 Al

112111987 120000 A
21241987 120000 A
4281987 120000 AN
15867 120000 Al

Shippedbate
1172511895 1200.00 Al

4111867 120000 A1
aranse7 120000 Al
arase7 120000 Al
S12n1987 120000 AN

Austria

Austria

Austria

Austria

Austria

i

Products Ordered

[Name: Thiiringer Rostbratwurst
UnitPrice: 123.7800
Quantity &

1811367 120000 At

1072811887 1200:00 Al

121171887 120000 Al

21811988 120000 AM

512511988 12.0000 AN

7HEN9ST 120000 AM

101987 120000 AM

1172611897 1200.00 Al

112611988 12.00.00 AN

42311988 12.00.00 AN

Name: Nord-0st Matjesher
UnitPrice: 25,8900
Quanity: 20





5. Each order can be edited by clicking on the Edit link on the right. This causes a separate dialog to be loaded (using a RadWindow) where the order details can be changed. Once the changes are confirmed and the order is updated, the dialog causes the grid to refresh using AJAX to display the changes immediately. 
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6. The European customers page features an image map of Europe, where each country is marked as an image area. Hovering the image area causes a tooltip to appear featuring clickable links for all customers from the selected country. 
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7. Clicking on a customer causes a new dialog to appear featuring all the customer orders. The window’s height is automatically changed to be as high as the orders’ list.
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